
Knox 8th Grade Summer Reading-HONORS (2021-2022)  

Purpose: We believe (and research shows) that reading opens doors of 

opportunity for students. Reading is powerful. Ideas are powerful. We 

want those doors to be open for OUR students in the future, but this does 

not happen overnight. Like many complex tasks, building reading skills 

takes time and repeated practice. Our purpose with summer reading is to 

continue this practice by offering a choice of books that encourage students to engage with 

what they are reading and respond to it.   

What Book Do I Read?  

You will choose ONE of the following books. You will divide the book into 3 sections- 

beginning, middle, and end (see below for specific details about how to divide up the pages).  

Parents & Guardians: Please review this information with your child to help him/her choose a book 

that fits with your family’s values.  

Click on the cover of a book to go to the Amazon page to read a brief overview and an excerpt.  

Some Kind of 
Happiness 

by Claire Legrand 

 

Resistance  
by Jennifer Nielsen   

 

The Alchemyst 
by Michael Scott 

 

 

 

Note: Multiple books have this 
title. Please check the author. 

Wires and Nerve 
by Marissa Meyer  
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Bruiser  
by Neal Shusterman  

 

Flygirl  
by Sherri L. Smith 

 

Cinder 
by Marissa Meyer 

 

New Kid 
by Jerry Craft 
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What Will I Be Doing as I Read?  

 

See the next page/back of this page for SPECIFIC assignment instructions.  

REMINDER: You will need to bring your book and notes with you when we start school. 

 

What if I need HELP with my assignment? 

On the Knox website, find the digital version of this handout.  

 

Link: Click HERE for helpful resources.  

In Conroe ISD, we encourage all students to read over the summer in order to enrich learning and provoke 

thought.  Summer reading strengthens reading skills, increases academic achievements, fosters a love for 

reading, and empowers students to become lifelong learners.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TLnnG_jD-zaMw9-n3CwW9de28fnd9Sd-z0Ly4iJbxBM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Some-Kind-Happiness-Claire-Legrand/dp/1442466022/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Some+Kind+of+Happiness&qid=1621032976&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bruiser-Neal-Shusterman/dp/0061134104/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Bruiser&qid=1621033007&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wires-Nerve-1-Marissa-Meyer/dp/125007827X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Wires+and+Nerve&qid=1621033191&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Alchemyst-Secrets-Immortal-Nicholas-Flamel/dp/0385736002/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1621033291&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Flygirl-Sherri-L-Smith/dp/0142417254/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Flygirl&qid=1621033430&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cinder-Book-One-Lunar-Chronicles/dp/1250768888/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1621033485&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Resistance-Scholastic-Gold-Jennifer-Nielsen/dp/1338148508/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Resistance+Jennifer&qid=1621033535&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=New+Kid&qid=1621034215&sr=8-1


Summer Reading Deep Dive 

The summer reading “deep dive” is all about helping you interact with 

your book and “talk” to it or engage with it. This gives you the chance to 

check your own understanding, and it helps you think about how the 

ideas are important and relate to the real world.  

Getting Started  

On the first page/front page of this handout it explains how to divide up your book into 3 

sections- beginning, middle, and end. You might use blank sticky notes to mark the sections. 

As You Read  

Reactions-For each section, you will write a total of 3 sticky notes with your reactions to 

what you are reading. You will use the sentence stem below to help you set up your note.  

Be sure to include the page number from the book that made you react this way.   

I was  _______________ when __________ because _______. (Page __) 
        (emotion)                (event)                   (reason)  
Choose from:  
surprised 
disappointed 
frustrated 
worried/concerned 
conflicted 
relieved 
sympathetic 
inspired 
proud 
hopeful/optimistic 

 

After Reading-Opinion- Then once you finish the book, you will add 1 final sticky note 

with your overall opinion. You will use a sentence frame like this to set up your note.  

Overall, I would/would not recommend this book  because __________. 
          (specific reason) 

 

This means you will have a total of 10 sticky notes- 3 in the beginning section with your 

reactions, 3 for the middle, 3 for the end, and 1 final sticky note with your overall opinion.  

When we return from the break, you will build on the ideas from your notes to “dive deeper” to 

help you draw conclusions about what you have read.  

  Example for novel Ungifted 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Page from Book 

 They were all right. But, when the thing is right there in front of me, 

and I can kick it, grab it, shout it out, jump into it, paint it, launch it, or light it 

on fire, it's like I'm a puppet on a string, powerless to resist. I don't think; I do. 

 It can be little things, like throwing darts at a pool float to test my 

sister's swimming skills, or spitting back at the llamas at the zoo.  It can be 

more creative-a helium balloon, a fish hook, and Uncle Mark's toupee.  

Sticky Note Example 

I was disappointed when 
Donovan said he was 
“powerless” and just had to 
do these crazy things 
because it sounds like an 
excuse to just keep acting 
this way.  (Page 2) 


